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bells of the performer, bear so close a resemblance to the
usual adjuncts of a pantomime, that a European would find
it difficult to look grave. The musical instruments, or rather
the instruments of noise, chiefly used in the devil-dance are
the tom-tom, or ordinary Indian drum, and the horn, with
occasionally the addition of a clarionet, when the parties can
afford it. But the favourite instrument, because the noisiest,
is that which is called ' the bow.3 A series of bells of various
sizes is fastened to the frame of a gigantic bow, the strings are
tightened so as to emit a musical note when struck, and the bow
rests on a large, empty brazen pot. The instrument is played on
by a plectrum, and several musicians join in the performance.
One strikes the string of the bow with the plectrum, another
produces the bass by striking the brazen pot with his hand,
and the third keeps time and improves the harmony by a
pair of cymbals. As each musician kindles in his work, and
strives to outstrip his neighbour in the rapidity of his
flourishes and in the loudness of the tone with which he
sings the accompaniment, the result is a tumult of frightful
sounds, such as may be supposed to delight even a demon's ear.
" When the preparations are completed, and the devil-dance
is about to commence, the music is at first comparatively
slow, and the dancer seems impassive and sullen, and either
stands still or moves about in gloomy silence. Gradually,
as the music becomes quicker and louder, his excitement
begins to rise. Sometimes, to help him to work himself up
into a frenzy, he uses medicated draughts, cuts and lacerates
his flesh till the blood flows, lashes himself with a huge
whip, presses a burning torch to his breast, drinks the blood
which flows from his own wounds, or drinks the blood of the
sacrifice, putting the throat of the decapitated goat to his
mouth.* Then, as if he had acquired new life, he begins to
brandish his staff of bells, and to dance with a quick, but
* Compare Psa. xvi. 4